The Promise of Forgiveness

Acts 2:38

Introduction

We all have problems. Some have health problems. Some face financial problems. Others are confronted with employment problems. More people than we realize have family problems. Each of us has specific personal problems. And we all have to deal with the problem of sin.

One theme that concerns all of us without exception runs throughout the Bible, and this is the forgiveness of sins. “All we like sheep have gone astray: we have turned every one to his own way” (Isa. 53:6). When the Word of God offers the forgiveness of sin, every one of us can say, “This means me.”

One can choose from a great variety of attitudes and responses to sin. Some hold to the fancy that sin is an illusion, and they do not hesitate to deny the fact of sin. Others lull their consciences to sleep and ignore the presence of sin. Many attempt to hide their sin. All of us have sought to excuse, explain away, or cover our sins, only to discover that even if our sins are not found out by others, they find us out, for Scripture says, “Be sure your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23).

Humans have been and continue to be mistake makers. They sin against their God, they sin against themselves, and they sin against their fellow humans. They stand guilty before God, they stand guilty before the bars of their own consciences, and they stand guilty in the eyes of their fellow humans.

It is a part of the wonder of the gospel that forgiveness is offered to sinners. This is a truth that permeates the Old Testament. In the angelic announcement to Joseph concerning the babe that was to be born to Mary, it was said, “You shall call his name Jesus: for He will save His people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Following his resurrection, Jesus commissioned his disciples to evangelize the world. He said that “repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47).
I. God’s forgiveness is needed.

While a person may sin against himself or his sin may involve others, in the final analysis, all sin is against God. God can forgive in a manner that produces freedom and joy and a sense of healthy wholeness for which the heart hungers.


A.
A sense of guilt can be a blessing. Guilt can lead to a creative experience. An attitude of self-judgment concerning failures toward God, toward self, and toward others, which leads to confession and correction, is always wholesome.


B.
A sense of guilt can be destructive. Guilt can cripple and torment and produce a deep depression of heart and soul. It can lead to a sickness that in some instances results in suicide. Guilt that is unforgiven and unresolved can lead to a terrifying loneliness and sense of isolation. Hopelessness and despair capture the soul. Faith fails, and fear takes possession.


There are others who look upon guilt as being a most unhealthy state of mind. It must be recognized that some, because of failures of one sort or another, subject themselves to all of the torments of an unresolved guilt. While considering themselves as guilty defendants, they appoint themselves as a prosecuting attorney who issues one indictment after another. In this agonizing experience, they sit as a jury that finds the defendant guilty. Unless confession is made and forgiveness is experienced, they then appoint themselves as the judge who pronounces the sentence; and as the executioner they eliminate the defendant by what we call suicide. Perhaps this may appear as an extreme situation, but it happens more often than we realize.


The consciousness of unforgiven sin not only robs the child of God of valuable fellowship, but also makes real Christian joy impossible.
II. God’s forgiveness is adequate.

David speaks of the happiness of the man whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered.


A.
David was guilty of the double crimes of adultery and murder. Are there any more agonizing sins listed in the books of God or on the human conscience? Even though he was guilty of these terrible sins involving self, others, and God, he was able to experience forgiveness (Ps. 32:1–2). His sins are said to be covered. God holds them against him no more.


B.
The psalmist rejoiced in the assurance that God forgave all of our iniquities (Ps. 103:3). He described this forgiveness in terms of removing our transgressions from us as far as the east is from the west (103:12).


C.
By the grace of God our sins are blotted out. Through Isaiah the prophet God promised, “I, even I, am the one who wipes  out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your  sins” (Isa. 43:25). Not only does God blot them out, but he also promises with his forgiveness to forget. To completely forget is something only God can do.


D.
Our sins are cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ (1 John 1:7). …the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
III. God’s forgiveness is available to all who will accept it.


A.
Forgiveness is offered to those whose sins are of the deepest dye. “Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool” (Isa. 1:18).


B.
Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. (Isa. 55:7).

C.
The preaching of the apostles contains the offer of forgiveness of sin and the gift of new life (Acts 2:38–39; 5:31; 10:43; 13:38–39).
IV. God’s forgiveness is offered to those who trust Christ as Lord and Savior.


A.
The act of God. God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself. By his life, Jesus had met all the requirements of a perfect righteousness. By his death on the cross, Jesus was meeting the penalty of a broken law on behalf of all who would be willing to receive the remission of sins and the gift of new life through a faith that would make him the Lord of their lives. There is no remission of sin apart from his death on the cross for us.


1.
The forgiveness God offers is free. It cannot be bought with money or earned by effort.


2.
The forgiveness God offers is full. He forgives every sin. He doesn’t do anything halfway. It is not a partial forgiveness, but a complete forgiveness that one receives from God.


3.
God’s forgiveness is forever as long as we continue to try to live by His standards.  When God forgives he forgets and remembers our transgressions against us no more.


B.
The attitude of man. The human response to the act of God that affords this wonderful forgiveness is repentance toward God and faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:21). Genuine repentance and saving faith are inseparable. One is negative while the other is positive. Repentance involves a turning from the life of sin and no faith, and faith involves a turning to the Christ in trust and surrender.


Repentance is basically a change of mind with reference to God, self, sin, and others. Saving faith is the sincere acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and a trust in him to do what he promises to do.
Conclusion

As wonderful as forgiveness is, it does not remove the consequences of individual sins committed by the person who has received forgiveness. Forgiveness is an experience in which a broken relationship is restored and the offense is held against the offender no longer. The forgiven sinner is treated as if he or she had never sinned. This can be our experience with God through repentance, faith in Jesus Christ and obedience in baptism. To experience forgiveness provides one with a wonderful peace of mind and a consciousness of divine mercy. Forgiveness removes the fear of punishment and causes love to be warm and sincere. 
