Philippians: “A Partnership in the Gospel”

Be of the Same Mind 
Philippians 2:1-8
Introduction:

In his book The Pursuit of God, A.W. Tozer offers some profound yet simple and godly advice. He says, “Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers [meeting] together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship.”

[Last week we looked at Paul’s first lesson to the church at Philippi on conducting themselves in a manner worthy of the name Christian. In chapter 2, he says as we seek to be like Christ, we become of the “same mind”, the mind of Christ.]

I. Unity in Christ’s Likeness- v.2
a. Joy made complete- Idea is that Paul’s cup of joy will be full if the church will only keep on having unity of thought and feeling)

b. Be of the same mind- (thinking the one thing, having the same interest in mind, promoting the same great work)
c. Maintain the same love- (opinions may differ on some points, they are to be united in love)
d. United in spirit- ( harmonious in souls, souls that beat together in tune with Christ and each other)
e. Intent on one purpose, (Paul uses a variety of ways here to say the same thing, emphasizing union of heart, of feeling, of plan, of purpose) God’s great purposes:
i. That all might accept salvation- 1 Tim 2:3-4

ii. That we become like Christ, Eph 5:1-2

[if it is important for us to have unity in Christ’s likeness, then what does that mean?]

II. Have Christ’s Attitude in Yourself- v.3-8
a. Nothing from selfishness or conceit- (only use of this word in NT, means empty pride, a spirit of contention)
b. Have humility of mind- (opposite of puffed up, having a correct estimation of ourselves according to truth, nothing without Jesus)
c. Regard others as more important- (again modest in estimation of self and desirous for honor for others)
d. Obedient even to the point of death (he yielded in perfect obedience to the will of God, whatever that required)
[so let’s get even closer to home. What is it that we need to do to have and maintain a spirit of unity in our church body?]
III. Same-Minded Unity
a. Drink of one Spirit- (Holy Spirit is the unifying personality in the church) 1 Cor 12:13-14

b. Unity of the body (is emphasized in every one of Paul’s letters to the churches) 1 Cor 1:10
c. Cherish Christian fellowship- (corresponding to the fellowship you already have with Christ Jesus)

d. What kind of fellowship do you have with Jesus?

i. Key to Christian unity
ii. Ask God to Search your heart
iii. Allow Him to show you the truth
Conclusion:

We don’t need to look to some seminar or new teaching on how to get along with others in the church. We don’t need dress the same, read the same version of the Bible or like the same hymns. We don’t even need to agree on every last doctrinal detail. Just like the 100 pianos tuned to the same tuning fork are in harmony with each other…Brothers and sisters, the one thing we need today to be in tune with each other, in unity as a body is be tuned in to a living and vital daily walk with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
As much as I typically dislike bumper-sticker theology, here’s one for you to remember this message…

No Jesus, no unity; Know Jesus, know unity

